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Proudly serving the Ennis Community since 1908  

 

 
Donations and news worthy items to support the Sokol KHB Newsletter should be sent to 
Sokol KHB Newsletter, P.O. Box 205, Ennis, TX  75120 

-------------------------------------------------------------------  
           

2015 Membership Dues are NOW PAST DUE  

2015 Sokol KHB membership dues are now PAST due.  MANY of you have already 

responded to the dues payment request letter mailed out to all members in late November. THANK 

YOU!   But MANY members (OVER 160) have not yet responded.  It is imperative that members 

pay their 2015 dues in a timely fashion to avoid being dropped from the membership role.  

Parent members of children in gym classes, must maintain their paid up membership for their children 

to be able to continue in class.  Dues payment checks ($55 for most members) should be made out to 

Sokol KHB and mailed to Financial Secretary, c/o Sokol KHB, P.O.Box 205, Ennis, TX  75120.  If you 

are unable to pay your dues at this time for whatever reason but wish to continue your Sokol 

membership, please contact the Financial Secretary, Chuck Kalat, 972-644-0738, ckalat@aol.com to 

work out a payment plan.  Any dues/membership related questions may also be directed to the 

Financial Secretary.  Another dues reminder letter is being sent to those members who are still 

delinquent in paying their 2015 dues.   

If you have not yet done so, please pay your 2015 dues no later than February 15 th or contact the 

Financial Secretary to make special arrangements or to resign your membership.  Parents of children 

in gym class must pay their dues by February 1st or their child will not be allowed to participate in 

class activities until the dues are paid. 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU goes out to those members who included donations ($7 - $155) along with 

their dues payments:  Lorraine Bouska, Stephen Chudej, Cindy Davis, Wesley & Evelyn Knize, John 

& Ann Marek, Carla & Willie Petruy, Vic & Sandy Pochobradsky, Johhny & Frances Slovak, Frankie 

Svehlak, Mary Ann Collard, Eleanor Gallagher, Warren Anderson, Retta Chandler, Elaine Kasowski, 

David Belew, Henry Drozd, Rosemary Washburn, Jennifer Haden, Pamela Hamilton, and Julie 

Standeford.  

**********************************************  

mailto:ckalat@aol.com
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EDUCATIONALY (Vic Pochobradsky) SPEAKING 

                            FRANK NOVOTY'S FRANK'S TOWNE 

 

As most of you know by now Sokol had their  Christmas window display at the highly visible Franks Towne in 

downtown Ennis. We were very fortunate to have had the excellent cooperation and blessing  of Heneritta 

Novotny on this project. In fact, we are to have a display window space for Sokol promotion until the space is 

leased and needed by the lessee. This leads me to tell the story of Frank Novotny and  how the Franks Towne 

complex came about (which is found in more detail in the book ñThru Thick and Thin with Families and 

Friendsò. 

Frank was the son of Czech immigrants Josef Novotny and Mary Paveska Novotny. He was the youngest of 10 

children and early in life  he learned what could be accomplished by conservative family values, modest means 

and a strong work ethic. He created his own business which was successful for over 50 years. He attended Ennis 

High School participating in football, basketball and track while working at Col. I. G. Moore's Ice plant. Frank 

then attended Navarro College and went on to the University of Houston taking classes in the day and working 

at night. This schedule proved to be a challenge for him so he came home and volunteered himself for the 

Korean War. In the military he was able to prefect his electronic skills through  extensive training for two years 

in the Signal Corp. He then returned to Ennis to begin his business career. 

His first job after the military was working for Mr. Witt in Corsicana in a TV repair shop. After several months 

on a modest salary he asked for a raise and the boss fired him. Instead of despair Frank became motivated to 

start his own business by negotiating a space in GE Farmer's Appliance business (located on Brown St.) 

repairing all the warranted appliances. His equipment and tools were purchased through a $50 loan from Bill 

Rider, Jr., a banker, on a handshake and a signature and Frank became the owner of a TV repair business in the 

fall of 1954. 

After establishing himself in the TV repair business, in 1957 Frank moved his business into a building on Dallas 

Street naming it Frank's Radio and TV Repair. After a few years and acquiring a franchise for Westinghouse the 

name changed again to Frank's Radio, TV and Appliance Sales and Service. With continued expansion of the 

business Frank needed a ñshop keeperò to take service calls and to sell appliances so he called on his spouse 

Henrietta for the job. 

To make Henrietta's job more interesting he added a fine jewelry department displaying two counters of fine 

jewelry in the appliance store. This resulted in another name change for the business calling it Frank's Radio, 

TV,  Appliance Sales and Service and Jewelry. 

After operating several years in the Dallas Street location the Novotnys had the opportunity to buy the vacant 

ñOld Grande Theatreò on Main Street ( this theater even showed Czech movies on a regular basis in its 

operating days). With the help of Antion Cikanek and other laborers the building was remolded to operate the 

many departments. After a store naming contest a customer named the business Frank's Towne signifying all of 

the departments. Frank's Towne was established in 1960. 

Frank's Towne was a unique, attractive and respected business in Ennis offering many sales and services. On the 

main level was fine jewelry, gifts, sliver, china and a bridal registry.  The second level housed appliances and 

televisions from brands such as Westinghouse, Philco, Norge and others. The basement housed the repair 

department where Frank spent his days and nights until he had the opportunity to sell the repair and appliance 

department. The sale of this department allowed for the expansion of the fine jewelry and gift department. 
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FRANK NOVOTY'S FRANK'S TOWNE continued 

After the sale of the appliance department Frank purchased the Western Cafe located on the corner of Main and 

Knox nest to Frank's Towne. He owned and operated the downtown cafe for 4 years until moving on into the ice 

manufacturing business where again he built another business  from ground up. 

With his electrical background, he established Frank's Heating and Air Conditioning Service.  His son Mike 

joined him after his graduation from Texas A&M as an engineer.  In the early 1980's his daughter Brenda (with 

a degree in marketing from A&M) joined the business, expanding into the ladies ready-to-wear department. 

After Frank's death and changing business climates the Frank's Towne no longer offers any of the business 

services it once did. However, a very energetic Henrietta has a luxurious home in the lower level and rents out 

apartments in other portions of the complex. The main level currently is vacant and up for lease which allows 

the Sokol-Ennis to use the display windows for advertisement. 

Be sure and drop by Frank's Towne and check out the display.   

 
***************************************************************************************************** 

 

CELEBRATING 150 YEARS OF SOKOL IN AMERICA  -- 2015  
Sokol St. Louis, St. Louis, MO 

1st Sokol Unit in the United States ï founded February 14, 1865 
 

***************************************************************************************************** 
 

Social Club News 

Karaoke is held every Wednesday night 7pm -11pm. 
Czech Harvesters will perform in the clubroom on the January 30th. 

Czech Music Fest pre party in the clubroom on February 6th 7pm - midnight. 
Czech Music Fest in the hall February 7th 

Karaoke Friday February 13th. 
 

NEW SOCIAL CLUB ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS ARE NOW AVAILABLE 

BRONZE (clubroom access) - $20, SILVER (clubroom and pool access) - $45, 
 AND GOLD (full Sokol associate membership) - $55 (+$15 initiation) 

Check with the Clubroom Staff for Details and Applications 



February, 2015 

Class News 

Participants from all the class activities provide the entertainment at the unit Christmas Party.  A large 

group of our class children rode on the Sokol Float and sang carols to the accompaniment of Dacvid 

Slovak and his accordion at the Ennis Downtown Christmas Parade. The children are continuing to 

work hard and progress in all classes, new enrollments almost weekly, our cooking class will be 

featured in the Ennis Now magazine in April. 

                                   

                  Nannette Liska winning the raffle at the Unit                              Sokol Strong Karate Class.  
               Christmas Party with gymnast Sophia Hernandez               They were all promoted to yellow belts! 
 

 

Partcipants at the Christmas Parade!!  
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Senior Class News 

The Senior class meets every Tuesday from 10-11am.  It recently celebrated the holidays and  

welcomed back for a visit Joe and Joyce Ehrenberger past members of the class who have moved 

away with what else --- PARTYS.  Some friends from Sokol Ft. Worth also partied with us. 
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Sokol Clubroom open Mondays & Wednesdays 5PM ï 11 PM 
We now have karaoke on Wednesday nights in the clubroom! 

Doors open at 5:00pm; karaoke starts at 7:00pm. Come out & enjoy! 
Sokol Museum ï open for special events and by appointment 

 

 

DATE EVENT LOCATION TIME 
Jan 30 Social ï Music by Czech Harvesters  Clubroom 7pm-11pm 

Feb 6 Pre-Party - Ennis Czech Music Festival   Clubroom   

Feb 7  Ennis Czech Music Festival Hall   

Feb 13 Karaoke Clubroom  

Feb 28  $10K Building Fund Benefit Hall 6:00pm 

Mar 13 Karaoke Clubroom  

Apr 18 
Dance ï Music by Fritz Hodde & Fabulous Six & 
Ennis Czech Boys  

Hall 7pm-12am 

Apr 19 Unit Exhibition and Membership Recognition  Hall  

May 22-24 National Polka Festival   

June 12-13 Southern District Slet Corpus Christi  

 

The Czech Polka Bands of Ennis invite you to the 9th annual Ennis Czech Music Festival 
Come out to the Sokol Activity Center located at 2622 E Hwy 34 just east of Ennis, February 7, 2015 1:00 PM - 
10:30PM. Listen and dance to 5 polka bands! Jodie Mikula Orchestra 1pm, Czech and Then Some 3pm, 
Moravians 5pm, Ennis Czech Boys 7pm, Czech Harvesters 9pm. Only $7 per person - Ages 13 and under 
free. Great raffle prizes! The kitchen will be open. Dress casual. Czech costumes encouraged. Doors open at 
12PM. No reservations please. 
 

Pre-Party & Polka Jam Session February 6, 2015 -- Get a head start on the festival by joining us Friday night 
6:00PM ï 11:00PM in the Sokol Clubroom. Listen and dance the music of Ennisôs newest and youngest polka 
band ñOut Of The Boxò at 6pm followed by the traditional Polka Jam Session at 8pm with polka musicians from 
around the area and some from afar. No cover charge. Clubroom entrance located on back west side of 
building. Doors open at 5:00PM. Bring a covered dish if you like. 
For more info www.ennisczechmusicfestival.com or 972-878-4748. 
 

Other Upcoming Polka Events in Ennis: 
Jan 30 ï Friday Night Social in Sokol clubroom ï Music by Czech Harvesters 7pm-11pm www.sokolennis.com  
Feb 14 ï Valentine Dance at KJT ï Music by Alex Meixner 7pm www.kjt35.org  
Mar 27 ï Friday Night Social in Sokol clubroom ï Music by All Around Czechs 7pm-11pm www.sokolennis.com 
Apr 18 ï Dance at Sokol ï Music by Fritz Hodde & Fabulous Six & Ennis Czech Boys 7pm-12am  
               www.sokolennis.com 
May 21 ï Pre-Party for National Polka Festival in KJT bar 7pm-11pm www.nationalpolkafestival.com 
May 22-24 ï National Polka Festival www.nationalpolkafestival.com 
Tune in to KBEC Polka Party every Sunday morning 9 to 11 on 1390 AM. 
 
Thank you for your support & we hope to see you. God Bless & Happy New Year! 
Ennis Czech Music Festival  www.ennisczechmusicfestival.com 

http://www.sokolennis.com/
http://www.ennisczechmusicfestival.com/
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ANNUAL QUILT RAFFLE  

The Sokol Strong gymnasts will be selling chances on this beautiful hand made quilt that 

was made and donated by the ladies of The Ennis Sewing Circle.  The quilt can fit up to 

a queen size bed.  The chances are $1.00 each.  The proceeds are used to offset the 

expenses of gymnastic competitions. The raffle ticket and money can be turned in to 

either the gym or to the clubroom.  The quilt will be given away during Polka Festival 

weekend.  Thank you for your support. 
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REMEMBER TO RECYCLE  

USE PAPER RECYCLE BINS AT THE EAST END OF THE PARKING LOT  

------ 

PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE GYM PROGRAM  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2015 Membership Dues are PAST  DUE  

If you have not yet paid your 2015 annual dues, please do so by February 15th. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

PLEASE KEEP YOUR EMAIL ADDRESSES UP TO DATE 
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TICKES ARE NOW AVAILABLE.  

Ticket Sellers should contact John Marek to receive their consignment of tickets.   
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Proudly serving the Ennis Community since 1908  

 

 

òThe mission of the American Sokol is to provide fitness and 

community for individuals and families through physical, 

educational, cultural, and social programs.ó 

 

Donations and news worthy items to support the Sokol KHB Newsletter should be sent to 
Sokol KHB Newsletter, P.O. Box 205, Ennis, TX  75120 
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